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ment of a factory at Surat. Paul Canning was
sent up to the capital In April, 1613, but soon
died, and Thomas Kerridge took his place.
Both were, however, slighted, and Edwards,
a third, " suffered blowes of the porters," a cir-
cumstance which not unnaturally had " bredd
a low reputation of our Nation,"* In 1615 it
was decided to dispatch a prominent and expe-
rienced man to represent England as an ambas-
sador at the Court of the " Great Mogul/' and
the choice fell upon Sir Thomas Roe, an
Englishman of good middle-class birth, who
had already shown himself an intrepid ex-
plorer, a polished courtier, and a tactful and
well-informed debater. He sailed early in 1615
and made Swally Road in September.

The Governor of Surat imagined that this
was yet another of the " ambassadors ?? from
England who, on the strength of a kind of semi-
commission, had made extravagant claims to
respect which neither their station nor their
conduct warranted. He immediately employed
every possible artifice to humble him in the eyes
of the populace. Roe, however, met him with
an unflinching dignity and self-control which
completely disarmed the Oriental cunning of
his opponent; and in the end the Governor was
glad to promise the ambassador " anything he
would demand," and sought by every device

* From a letter of Sir Thomas Roe to Smythe, (In Hak. Soc. Edition of
Roe's Journal and Letters)
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